
 

 
 

 

 Hizbullah has achieved what Arab states only dreamed of -More Hizbullahs next
The sixth Arab-"Israeli" war, as some have called it, has ended in the first real setback for
"Israel's" deterrent power 
There was nothing new about the broad objective behind "Israel's" war on Lebanon:
through the destruction of Hizbullah it was to wreak fundamental change in a strategic,

political and military environment that it had come to regard as menacing to its future. Nothing new
about its methods either: the use of massive violence not merely against its military adversary but
against the civilians and the infrastructure of the country in which it operates. Or about its official
justification: seizing upon one single act of "terrorist" violence from the other side as the opportunity to
strike at the whole "terrorist" organisation that was responsible for it. Or about the international support,
even outright collaboration,
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 "Mighty" "Israel's" Defeat in Lebanon
After a month-long fierce resistance from the Lebanese Hizbullah fighters, "Israel"
started Tuesday withdrawing from southern Lebanon and is set to hand over the first
of its captured positions to the UN-supported Lebanese army.
Army officials said they expect the evacuation of the remaining "Israeli" occupying
forces from Lebanon by next week, ending the unjustified operation that began on

July 12 following a successful Hizbullah operation in which two "Israel" soldiers were captured by the
Lebanese resistance movement.
"Israel" is also expected to release many of the thousands of reserve troops called up for the conflict,
signaling an end to its largest mobilization in many years.
"We are making every effort to thin the ranks of reservists, and to return as
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 US tries to counter Hizbullah rebuilding efforts
WASHINGTON - Concerned that Hizbullah has an early advantage in rebuilding
shattered south Lebanon, the Bush administration is trying to speed up aid and
encouraging Arab states to step in quickly, U.S. officials said this week. 
The White House is "cracking the whip" on rebuilding efforts so Iranian-backed
Hizbullah is not seen taking the lead and winning any more support among the local
population, said a senior State Department official.
"I've said we have got to get with this. These guys (Hizbullah) are out there with their

own bulldozers and what are we doing? It takes forever for us to start up rebuilding projects," said the
senior official, who asked not to be identified because of the sensitivity of the issue.
The United States came under heavy criticism from
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 Hizbullah gives rent money to owners of destroyed houses
BEIRUT: Hizbullah started on Friday to hand out cash to the citizens of the southern
suburbs who lost their houses during the 33-day "Israeli" offensive on Lebanon.
Hizbullah's leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah had earlier pledged to compensate all
citizens who lost properties during the intense fighting. 

Nasrallah estimated the number of damaged houses at 15,000, and from the moment the cease-fire came
into effect last Monday, Hizbullah and its volunteers have moved fast to assess the damages and receive
applications from the people. Speaking on condition of anonymity, a Hizbullah worker said that those
who incurred damages or lost their houses in the extremities of the southern suburbs such as Hay al-
Sellom "have already received their compensation." 
"Every house owner who lost his house will receive $12,000, and every tenant will
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 ‘No fancy, illusive promises' -Hizbullah delivered in combat & now delivers on rent money
to owners of destroyed homes

Hizbullah began handing out cash payments to the people whose homes were destroyed
in the 34-day "Israeli" offensive in Lebanon, Reuters news agency reported. 
Hizbullah said on Friday that it had compensated about 120 families with the $12,000
cash payment so far. 
The cash payments are aimed at helping victims of the "Israeli" bombings rent a flat for a
year and furnish it, Hizbullah officials said. 

"We have full information on all the buildings that have been destroyed or damaged," a Hizbullah
official said. 
"Later on, we will either pay for new flats or rebuild the buildings that were destroyed," he added. 
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 Hizbullah action, government inaction in poignant contrast
Only four days after the cessation of hostilities took effect in Lebanon, Hizbullah
began handing out compensation to residents who lost their homes during the war
with "Israel". Starting on Monday afternoon, the very day that the cease-fire took
effect, Hizbullah, acting immediately on the initiative of Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah,
sent out representatives to do comprehensive assessments of the damage on the

ground. By Thursday, Hizbullah social workers had set up temporary offices to start handing out cash
payments. 
Hizbullah's mind-boggling efficiency and professionalism - fresh out of the throes of war - contrasts
starkly with the inefficiency of the government, which has not yet responded adequately to the needs of
citizens whose homes have been ruined. It is difficult not to notice the enormous difference between the
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 Chavez launches fundraising drive for Lebanon, Palestinians
President Hugo Chavez said Venezuela is carrying out a nationwide fundraising drive
to raise money for rebuilding Lebanon and for the Palestinian people.
Chavez called the Lebanese and Palestinians "heroic people" and reiterated his
criticisms of "Israel" over its military offensive in Lebanon.
"I ask everyone in the country to give what we can for this fundraising campaign for
the reconstruction of Lebanon - destroyed by the genocidal and fascist hand of "Israel",
and its masters, the U.S. empire," Chavez said.

The Venezuelan president said on Aug. 3 that he was withdrawing his country's top diplomat to "Israel"
to protest its attacks in Lebanon and its actions toward the Palestinians.
"Israel", which responded by calling home its ambassador, has criticized what it calls Chavez's "one-
sided policy" and "wild slurs." 
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 Mourners lay victims of Qana massacre to rest
QANA: Women holding portraits of lost loved ones stood tearfully by in Qana Friday
as men buried the victims, including 16 children, of last month's "Israeli" raids on this
southern Lebanese town. Clad in black, they watched as the men laid the dead in
individual graves dug in an open field in the tiny village, an AFP correspondent on
the scene said. 

The crowd of relatives and friends stood in a large circle as some 30 coffins, three of them wrapped in
Hizbullah's yellow flags and the rest draped with the Lebanese national colors, were carried to the
graves. 
The men then removed the flags and took the bodies from the coffins to bury them wrapped only in
white shrouds, in line with Islamic tradition. 
Young men wearing black or red T-shirts bearing the portrait of Hizbullah chief Hassan Nasrallah raised
Hizbullah flags. 
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 Stand alongside Hizbullah, Lebanon's army tells troops
An internal Lebanese army statement, circulated among forces in the past week, has
called for troops to stand "alongside your resistance and your people who astonished
the world with its steadfastness and destroyed the prestige of the so-called invincible
army after it was defeated". 
The circular has alarmed ministers in the Lebanese cabinet who had been calling for

the army to disarm Hizbullah. 
According to sources close to the army command, there has been a tacit agreement between Hizbullah
and the army that those fighters who hail from the south will return to their villages and all arms will be
put out of sight. Publicly displayed weapons will be seized but any further attempt to disarm the group
has been ruled out for the time being. 
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 Hezbollah foils "Israeli" raid killing one officer & wounding two others
An "Israeli" officer was killed and two other officers were wounded - one seriously -
during a commando raid near Baalbek in eastern Lebanon early Saturday.
Hezbollah's Al-Manar TV said the "Israeli" unit was transported by helicopter which
landed before dawn and was driving into the village, when the soldiers were
intercepted by guerrillas, who forced it to retreat under the cover of warplanes.
Lebanese security sources said commandos in two vehicles unloaded from helicopters

were on their way to attack an office of senior Hizbollah official Sheikh Mohammed Yazbek in the
village of Bodai when they were spotted and intercepted.
Earlier Saturday, "Israeli" aircraft fired several rockets at a target in a Hezbollah
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 Hezbollah fighters reflect on damage
ADAISSE, Lebanon - In ruined towns along Lebanon's southern border, Hezbollah fighters
swerved their motorbikes around flattened houses and sewer pipes protruding from
bombed-out roads. One offered up mineral water with a Hebrew label - taken from the
stash of some "Israeli" soldiers who never made it home. 
``I am a Hezbollah fighter, and this is my town,'' proclaimed 35-year-old Ahmed, who
declined to give his full name. His voice echoed off the shells of vacant, gnarled buildings

in Adaisse's main square. A yellow Hezbollah flag hung in tatters from the top of a monument of bronze
rockets near a cedar tree. 
Ahmed pointed to one charred building after another. 
``That is where 18 of them ("Israeli" soldiers) died, and five more there,'' he said, pointing to buildings
off the town square. ``That over there is my business, a bookshop.'' 
Some 118 "Israeli" soldiers died in the war, most in vicious ground fighting in
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 Hizbullah fighters go to ground as Lebanese army rolls into the south
Several thousand Lebanese soldiers fanned across the shattered south yesterday in a
major step towards cementing the four-day-old ceasefire with "Israel". 
Tanks, troops and armoured vehicles trundled across temporary bridges spanning the
Litani River pressing towards territory vacated by the "Israeli" army. 
By late afternoon, the United Nations confirmed that more than 1,600 soldiers had

deployed along the major eastern and western routes between the Litani and the border. The "Israeli"
army said it had "transferred responsibility" for half the ground it captured during the 34-day conflict. 
In some places, war weary civilians lined the roads, showering the convoy with rice and roaring
encouragement. But most simply greeted it with sighs of quiet relief. 
After a ferocious conflict that claimed 845 Lebanese and 145 "Israeli" lives, Muhammad Ghassanil, 66,
said the neatly uniformed troops carried his hopes for
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 Hizbullah fighter recalls pitched battles with invading forces
SOUTH LEBANON: Camouflaged in a dense tree, Adam orders his comrades
through a wireless set to stay on the alert as he observes "Israeli" tanks withdrawing
from Lebanese territory. 
One of thousands of Hizbullah fighters who took part in battles against "Israeli"
forces during the war, Adam is from the Bint Jbeil-area village of Aitaroun, where

fierce battles took place and where the prints of tanks destroyed by resistance missiles remain visible. 
Virtually every part of the area bears witness to the destructive battles that took place there. 
"Houses and commercial stores were leveled to the ground, but we arose from under the rubble like
lions, not caring about the shooting of the machine guns, tanks and bombs," he recalls of the fighting in
Aitaroun over three weeks. 
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 AIPAC congratulates itself on the slaughter in Lebanon
"My fellow American," Howard Friedman, President of AIPAC, begins his letter of
July 30 to friends and supporters of AIPAC, "Look what you've done"! After warning
that "'Israel' is fighting a pivotal war for its life," by which he means "Israel's" wanton
slaughter and all-out destruction in Lebanon, Freiedman condemns "the expected
chorus of international condemnation of "Israel's" actions" and Europe's call for "a

cease-fire immediately." Then he exults: "only ONE nation in the world came out and flatly declared:
Let "Israel" finish the job. . That nation is the United States of America--and the reason it had such a
clear, unambiguous view of the situation is YOU and the rest of America Jewry." (All emphases in the
original here and below.) Here I must take issue with President Friedman since I bet that most Jewish
Americans, in contrast to the AIPAC crowd,

More...Source: Counterpunch, 16-8-2006  Date: 18/08/2006  Time: 03:13  Hits:  119

 Rights groups warn of danger of unexploded cluster bombs
UN explosives experts have identified 10 places where "Israeli" guns have fired
cluster bombs on southern Lebanon and fear there could be many more of the devices,
a human rights group said yesterday. 
As Human Rights Watch warned that the sites could be the "tip of the iceberg", UN
officials reported yesterday that two children were killed by a cluster bomb explosion

in the town of Naqoura. 
Two of the sites identified by the UN were in the village of Kfar Roummane. UN officials were quoted
as saying that dangerous unexploded submunitions - duds that failed to detonate on impact but were still
live and at risk of exploding - were present in Nabatiyeh, Tibnine and Beit Yahoun, as well as areas
adjacent to the road connecting the latter two places. 
Cluster bombs are notorious for leaving many unexploded bomblets, and human
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 How many of these innocent dead would have survived if Bush & Blair had demanded
immediate ceasefire weeks ago?

They are digging them up by the hour, the swelling death toll of the Lebanon conflict.
The American poet Carl Sandburg spoke of the dead in other wars and imagined that
he was the grass under which they would be buried. "Shovel them under and let me
work," he said of the dead of Ypres and Verdun. But across Lebanon, they are
systematically lifting the tons of rubble of old roofs and apartment blocks and finding

families below, their arms wrapped around each other in the moment of death as their homes were
beaten down upon them by the "Israeli" air force. By last night, they had found 61 more bodies, taking
the Lebanese dead of the 33-day war to almost 1,300. 
In Srifa, south of the Litani River, they found 26 bodies beneath ruins which I myself stood on just three
days ago. At Ainata, there were eight more bodies of
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 Imam Khamenai in a letter to Sayyed Nasrallah hails the mujahideen who revealed to the
world the brittleness of the usurper Zionist entity

The supreme spiritual leader Imam Ali Khamenai sent a letter to Hizbullah Secretary-
General, His eminence Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, which reads as follows: dear
honourable brother Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, may God sustain your glory and good
health, peace be upon you in your patient endurance; greetings to you, your brethren
and Hizbullah freedom seekers, each and every one of them.
Furthermore, that which you offered the Islamic world, through your endurance and
unprecedented steadfastness is beyond description. Your heroic oppressed struggle,

culminated in a divine victory, has demonstrated once again that advanced lethal weapons are useless
and futile when confronted with faith, patience and sincerity. The people of faith can not be defeated
before the
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 Lebanese deaths, and "Israeli" war crimes, kept off the balance sheet
During "Israel's" war against the people of Lebanon, our media, politicians and
diplomats have colluded with the aggressors by distracting us with irrelevancies, by
concocting controversies, and by framing the language of diplomacy. In the fragile
truce that is currently holding while Lebanon waits for "Israel" to withdraw, we are
simply getting more of the same.
One example of the many distractions during the war that neatly reveals their true

purpose is the "faked Reuters photograph" affair. The supposed scandal of a Lebanese photographer
tampering with a picture to add and darken smoke from an "Israeli" missile attack -- to little or no
effect, it should be noted -- has not only been decried by activists on Zionist websites but amplified by
mainstream commentators into a debate about whether we can trust the images of this war. 
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 The Secretary-General of Hizbullah, his eminence Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah Addresses the
People after the End of War

May Allah protect us from cursed Satan. In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most
Merciful. All praises be to the Lord of all mankind. May peace and praises of Allah be
upon our master and prophet, the Seal of the Prophets, Mohammad the Son of Abdullah,
and his infallible and noble household, faithful followers and all prophets and

messengers.
May Allah's blessings and peace be upon all of you;
On this great and magnificent day, during which our noble and good-hearted people return to their
homes and neighborhoods, I wish to address you with this message, and I wish in this message to focus
on some of the issues and matters.
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 The Day After / How we suffered a knockout
The United States' defeat in the Vietnam War started becoming evident when Gen.
William Westmoreland, commander of the U.S. forces in Vietnam, started using body
counts as an alternative to military victories. When he could not point to
achievements on the battlefield, Westmoreland would send a daily report to
Washington of the number of Vietcong soldiers his forces had killed. 

In the past few weeks, the "Israeli" Army has also adopted the body count approach. When the largest
and strongest army in the Middle East clashes for more than two weeks with 50 Hezbollah fighters in
Bint Jbail and does not bring them to their knees, the commanders are left with no choice but to point to
the number of dead fighters the enemy has left behind. It can be assumed that Bint
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 Olmert ...Dead man walking
Here is the news: Aliza and Ehud Olmert will be summoned to an investigation in the
State Comptroller's office within a few days. 
The prime minister and his wife will be presented with these findings: The price they
paid for their new house on 8 Cremieux Street in Jerusalem is lower than its market
price by hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

The difference between the sum they paid - some $1.2 million - and the house's value - $1.6-1.8 million
- is hard to explain. It raises suspicion that the prime minister and his wife illicitly received about half a
million dollars. 
There is another suspicion: The house the Olmerts bought had been earmarked for preservation.
Converting a house marked for preservation into a house that can be torn down, rebuilt or expanded
requires special and irregular permits from
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 Anger at ceasefire sparks inquiry
The Israeli defense (war) minister, Amir Peretz, yesterday appointed a former army chief to
head an inquiry into "Israel's" conduct of the 34-day fight against Hizbullah in Lebanon. 
The inquiry followed opinion polls that showed many Israelis deeply unhappy with the
government's handling of the conflict. A majority - 57%, according to the mass-circulation
daily Yedioth Aronoth - want Mr. Peretz to resign. Some 41% believe the Prime Minister,
Ehud Olmert, should quit. 

The committee, made up of business executives and retired generals, would also look into the army's
preparedness ahead of the fighting, officials said. It is expected to report within three weeks. 
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 After 34 days of war, Hizbullah turns its attention to rebuilding southern Lebanon, 15,000
families promised year's rent and furniture

For 34 days they doggedly fought off the mighty Israeli army. But as a three-day-old
ceasefire gathers traction, Hizbullah's hardened fighters are swapping their missile
launchers for spades, brooms and briefcases of cash. 
As refugees flood back to their war-ravaged villages, Hizbullah has flung itself to the

front of the burgeoning reconstruction effort in southern Lebanon. 
"We want to bring south Lebanon back to life and rebuild it better than it was before the war," said Nabil
Kaouk, Hizbullah's top official in southern Lebanon, standing before the group's flattened headquarters
building in Tyre. 
In nearby villages, his supporters were already hard at work. Hizbullah activists in T-shirts and green
caps cleared rubble-strewn roads and piles of rotting refuse,
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 The "Israeli" debacle will affect the whole region
It is too early to judge how solid is the ceasefire agreed upon in the second Lebanon
war. But it is already possible to draw some initial conclusions - the most important
of which is the resounding "Israeli" military failure. 
Such a failure can stop for a while the more ambitious US-"Israeli" plans to extend

the military campaign against Iran and Syria, although the danger is not over.
The "Israeli" debacle however has more complex implications.
The first is in the realm of domestic "Israeli" politics. The major theme of the developing internal debate
is the question of the "lost deterrence". 
Aggressive
Surely, say "Israeli" commentators, the war that meant to regain "Israel" its lost power of deterrence has
eroded that power even further. 
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 Love it or hate it, Hizbullah has lessons for all Arabs
In the past month, and for some time before that, we have heard just about every
possible suggestion about how to deal with Hizbullah: Attack it, degrade it, disarm it,
wean it away from its friends in Syria and Iran, engage it politically, bring it into the
Lebanese government in a bigger way, pressure it to show its real aims, drive it away
from the border, or incorporate its military wing into the Lebanese national armed

forces. One piece of advice that has not been heard sufficiently, and that strikes us as eminently sensible
and relevant, is to learn from Hizbullah's history and to emulate those aspects of its ways that could help
the people of this region live more productive, peaceful lives. 
Hizbullah did not suddenly materialize magically on a Persian carpet or a divine edict. The organization
methodically built itself up and sharpened its capabilities in all fields over a period of years. The core of
its success is its capacity to identify
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 "Israel" achieved none of its goals in war against Lebanon - EP Member
Vienna - EP Member - Representative of Austria's Social Democratic Party at the
European Parliament (EP), Hans Essoboda, said in Strasbourg on Wednesday that
"Israel" achieved none of its objectives in its uneven war in Lebanon. 
Essoboda made the comment in an exclusive interview with IRNA, adding,
"Hizbullah is stronger than ever before today, having resisted bravely in the face of

the invading "Israeli" land, sea, and air force, and having the experience of such a long and full scale
war with the world's 4th strongest army."
The deputy head of the Social Democratic Fraction at EP, added, In order to maintain its current
strength, Hizbullah needs to further fortify its political status in Lebanon today." 
Evaluating the "Israeli" reaction to detainment of two of its soldiers by Hizbullah
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 Hizbullah Leads Work to Rebuild, Gaining Stature
BEIRUT, Lebanon- As stunned Lebanese returned Tuesday over broken roads to shattered
apartments in the south, it increasingly seemed that the beneficiary of the destruction was
most likely to be Hizbullah.
A major reason - in addition to its hard-won reputation as the only Arab force that fought
"Israel" to a standstill - is that it is already dominating the efforts to rebuild with a torrent
of money.

In his victory speech on Monday night, Hizbullah's leader, Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, offered money for
"decent and suitable furniture" and a year's rent on a house to any Lebanese who lost his home in the
month-long war.
"Completing the victory," he said, "can come with reconstruction."
On Tuesday, "Israel" began to pull many of its reserve troops out of southern Lebanon, and its military
chief of staff said all of the soldiers could be back across
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 Hizbullah's aid reaches thousands in Lebanon
BEIRUT, Lebanon - While its fighters battle "Israeli" forces in the hills of southern
Lebanon, Hizbullah's relief workers in the capital are fighting on a different front: in
sweltering kitchens, on soccer fields and in makeshift clinics.
Known in the West mostly for suicide bombings and kidnappings, Hizbullah has

emerged as the largest relief provider in war-ravaged Lebanon. Its efforts dwarf those of the government
and international aid agencies, and they're cementing its role as Lebanon's leading social-welfare
organization.
The militant group's vast social services wing is spending $500,000 a day to provide food, shelter,
medicine and security in Beirut for 155,000 people displaced by the fighting with "Israel", according to
Hizbullah officials, who provided refugee rosters and intricate spreadsheets to document their work.
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 First Halutz must go
One thing ought to be clear: Without an excellent army that is ready at any moment to
meet the enemy, "Israel" has no chance of surviving in this neighborhood over the
long term. This deep understanding is shared both by those who think that we must
withdraw from all the territory occupied in 1967, and those who think that we must
not give up an inch. "Israel's" democracy rests on a strong "Israeli" Army, whose

commanders maintain its capabilities in training, equipment and fighting spirit as if war were about to
break out at any moment. 
Therefore, without claiming that the blame or responsibility rests solely with Chief of Staff Dan Halutz,
based on the criteria of conduct, preparedness and results, Halutz must resign immediately. This
resignation should occur even before
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 "Israel's" verdict: We lost the war
Ehud Olmert, the Israeli Prime Minister, was obliged to admit "shortcomings" in the 34-
day-old conflict in Lebanon yesterday as he launched what may prove a protracted fight for
his own political survival. 
Mr. Olmert's admission in a stormy Knesset session came in the face of devastating poll
figures showing a majority of the Israeli public believes none or only a very small part of
the goals of the war had been achieved.

Adding insult to injury, the leader of Hizbollah, Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah, crowed on television that his
guerrillas had achieved a "strategic historic victory" over "Israel".
The Prime Minister, who was repeatedly heckled by opposition MPs during his address, insisted the
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